
Soar with Us!
4203 Anderson Ave.

San Diego, CA 92145

858.693.1723

Museum Hours:
Tuesday – Sunday
9a.m. to 3:30p.m.

flyingleathernecks.org

What is a Leatherneck?
The term “leatherneck” was derived from a leather stock 
once worn around the neck by both American and British 
Marines. In the United States, beginning in 1798, “one 
stock of black leather and clasp” was issued to each Marine 
every year. The dress blue uniform of the USMC still bears 
tribute to the stock collar today, with its stiff cloth collar.

DONATE 
TODAY.

Soaring into the Future
While building on our annual fundraising efforts, we 
also seek to generate and grow planned gift support 
to enable community members who are supporters 
of Marine Aviation to provide long-term resources for 
preservation and educational purposes.

Donations and contributions will continue to preserve 
USMC aviation history, honor personnel, and inspire 
generations with a genuine understanding of the 
contributions, character, and sacrifices of Marine aviators 
and aircrew. Our long-term plan positions the Museum 
as a world-class curator of USMC aviation history and 
a “must see” destination for locals and visitors alike—
providing quality and meaningful educational, historical, 
and virtual displays that San Diegans and visitors from 
throughout California and beyond, can experience, learn 
from, and be inspired for years to come.

Only by understanding our history can we continue to teach 
our children, and our community, the guiding values instilled in 
Marine Aviators who have defended America’s freedoms and 
made it possible for Americans to thrive as we do today.”

— Major General Bob Butcher
USMC (Ret.), Chairman of the Board

“

Heroes of the Sky 
2019 Annual Campaign 
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Preserve.   
Honor.

Inspire.

Aviation Museum   
Highlights

• Free admission 

• Open to the public                    
6 days/week

• More than 32,000            
visitors annually

• Open cockpit days, picnics 
with pilots, and tours          
with Veterans

• School fieldtrips, group    
tours, and receptions

• Speakers bureau

• Lively social media community 

• 48 aircraft, 5,000 artifacts, 
300 pieces of art, and 15,000 
photos and videos

• More than 70 volunteers 
donating 20,000 hours 
annually 



Flying Leathernecks
Preserving Marine Aviation for the Future
Marine aviation has a long and rich history in the city of 
San Diego. This year the Museum celebrates its 19th year 
at Miramar—housing and preserving the largest and most 
complete collection of vintage aircraft flown by Marine pilots 
in the world. Supported by the Flying Leatherneck Historical 
Foundation (Foundation), the Museum brings to life, the proud 
story of United States Marine Corps (USMC) aviation and the 
distinguished role it has played in defending America’s freedoms.

Flying Leatherneck Historical Foundation
About Us! 
The sole purpose of the Foundation is to support the Museum 
and provide the resources required to effectively serve the 
community and share the history of USMC aviation.

Our mission is to preserve the history of USMC aviation, honor 
the service of its personnel, and inspire in all generations an 
appreciation of America’s freedoms and the heroes who fought 
bravely to protect them. To achieve our mission we:

• Provide financial support to the Flying 
Leatherneck Aviation Museum for the 
restoration, preservation, and care of its 
historic aircraft, artifacts, and displays;

• Support the Museum six days a week 
with extensive volunteer support for the 
operations of the Museum, restoration 
and maintenance of aircraft and 
artifacts, and historical documents and 
photographs;  

• Develop educational programs and 
materials to increase the public’s 
understanding, involvement, and 
appreciation of Marine aviation; and

• Conduct and support the Museum’s 
public programs emphasizing Marine 
Corps values of Honor, Courage, and 
Commitment.

Heroes of the Sky Annual Campaign
Preserve, Honor, and Inspire
Over the past 12 months, the Foundation has taken 
the initiative to meet with many stakeholders 
and visitors, engaged an interim Director and a 
fundraising consulting firm, and has developed a more 
effective fundraising plan that will set us on a course 
toward long-term viability and achievement of future, 
mission-driven goals. As a component of this plan, we 
are implementing an annual fundraising campaign 
of $250,000 to increase annual contributions to the 
Museum and secure funding for our three primary 
initiatives: to preserve, to honor, and to inspire.

Preserve
Aircraft Restoration and Preservation 
The first of three initiatives included in our annual campaign, 
and the primary focus of our mission, is to preserve the history 
of USMC aviation. This year’s campaign will focus on securing 
funding of $70,000 for the continual restoration of five aircraft: 

1. TBM-3E Avenger: A torpedo bomber that entered service 
in 1942 and was one of the premier torpedo bombers of WWII.

2. Vought F-8E Crusader: A jet aircraft known as the “Last 
of the Gunfighters” because it was the last American fighter 
jet that used guns as its primary weapon system.

3. SBD-1 Dauntless: A WWII era bomber that delivered 
fatal blows to Japanese carriers during the Battle of Midway. 
The Museum’s Dauntless is the only surviving example of the 
SBD-1.

4.North American B-25J (PBJ): A twin engine bomber 
deployed extensively during  WWII and commonly refereed to 
as the “Mitchell” in honor of aviation pioneer General Billy 
Mitchell.

5. EA-6B Prowler: A twin-jet-engine aircraft that has been 
in operation since 1971 and which carried out numerous 
missions for gathering intelligence and jamming enemy radar.

Honor
Operations and Sustainability
Look around and take notice of something we truly value. We cannot touch it, we cannot see it, 
and we often take it for granted. It is something that Americans cherish: Freedom! The Foundation’s 
second focus in this campaign is to honor—honor those who have fallen, those who have served, 
and those who continue to serve. The best way we can honor our USMC aviation heroes is tell their 
stories and preserve their history. As a not-for-profit organization, the Foundation relies almost 
exclusively on fundraising efforts, contributions from members and guests, grants, and foundations 
to fund daily operations and program expenses. 

The Museum is one of only three command museums in the USMC, none of which are allowed to 
charge admission. It is a reality that generating revenue to cover operating costs is challenging. 
Annual contributions to support operating needs of $140,000 will allow the Museum to continue to:

• Make exhibits, grounds, and programs accessible and meaningful to diverse audiences through 
free admission, parking, and use of our grounds.

• Ensure adequate volunteer resources and staffing are available, including an executive director 
and development staff.

• Enhance and improve the Museum’s educational programs.

• Acquire, preserve, and display historic artifacts, photos, and oral histories.

Inspire 
Museum Expansion and Programming
We have a duty to educate and serve the community. It is our vision to grow the 
Museum, broaden our audience, and expand exhibit and programming space with 
$40,000 from the annual campaign. 

Educational Programming
We are continually seeking 
new and improved programs to 
interact with and engage our 
visitors. Increased annual funds 
will allow new and continued 
programming, including:

• Standards-based lessons in U.S. history, 
leadership, patriotism, citizenship, and 
STEM. 

• Annual essay contest, open to all students 
in San Diego and Imperial Counties, 
focused writing skills and the core values 
of the USMC—honor, courage, and 
commitment.

Museum Expansion
The best way to connect with 
and engage visitors is through 
inspiring and interactive 
spaces. Funding from this year’s 
annual campaign will allow the 
Museum to: 

• Relocate staff and administrative space 
to create 300 sq. ft. of additional, 
usable space for enhanced educational 
programming and community outreach. 

• Expand exhibit space for new and rotating 
exhibitions.

• More effectively deliver on our mission, 
inspire our youth, and instill in all our all 
visitors the values of the USMC.

Community Outreach
Community outreach is 
essential to achieving our 
mission. Your annual support 
will ensure that we are able to 
continue providing the services 
that are so important to our 
visitors, our heroes, and our 
community:

• Events for veterans, active duty military 
and/or dependents—promoting comradery 
among families.

• Irene Ferguson Marine Wife Recognition 
Award—honoring the resiliency, strength, 
and dedication that a spouse embodies.

• Open cockpit days—providing an 
opportunity for visitors to feel what it is 
like to be a Marine Aviator!
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